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DOVBTINGS 


DOWVVNFALL, 


! 


4 


Firſt, PROVING 


| 3 
THE COMMVNITIE a7 


b- f the Saints aſſurance x ol 
| F . EL? 
| Secondly, D1 $SYROVING 9's I 
| PEBLLARMINES and bis fellowes falſe _ "i 
ER . a\t | 

| allegations and friuolous exceptionss : 

, - A : X - 2 
againſt that Truth, GY 4 

B Y 4g," - at 


Eovwaryp DatTory , Preacher*®* 
of the Word, &c. * 
Aug. Peſsima metres 1g noranthe peſrims iddem du fi wnt 
filia, ſcil: falfitas &> dubretas. | 
Nazian,de modeR.in diſput. 
pt in Creaturu $romayis done non eliquorum noſtri ſmut 
fedomninm, vt vnns Creature communis eft gratia? 
ts or m fide, qua ſaliuant, non cormm tantun; ſent qui 
mege poſſmt, ſed & eorwm qui volunt, 
Aug.l.de owb. 
Wlle epnd Dexm plus babet loci, qui plus artulit, wan av 
gents, ſed fider, 


3 PBEY.L. 0 
To you which haue obtained like pretions faith with 
Vs, Ye, 
"IDA verl. 2, 
Beloned, when Igane «ll dilogence to write ynto you of rhe 
cammen ſalnation, Cc. / 
© PSY. 


| 9 EY 
Now the ſal ation of your ſorules is the end of your Fdith. 
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FN DON, Puatc 


ISISISISs 


TO THE RIGHT 


Honourable I o uw Nx Earle 


of 4#n«xdde, Viſcount of Annaxd, ; 
Baron of Lough- Manban , &c. | | 


and one of the Gentlemen of 
his Maieſties Bed-Chamber. 


| Ri6nurT HONOVXABLS, 


8 F that ground bee trul 
Wa g/L, indged barren, which | 
rectining ſeeds , and Y 
yd. partaking of the hea. 
be wens dow and the Suns 
| reflexion, affords no 
rut : then much more that man into the 
| ſurroWes of whoſe diftrefſed eſtate 4 reb. 
| giows hand caſts the ſeede of compaſſion, ', 
| and pon whoſe diſconſolate heart a cha- 8; 
| riteble minde fparkieth the rayes of conſo.. 1 
lation may inftby be deenued ingratefull, if 
he bury in obliuion ſuch(eſpecially if vnde- 
ſerned)fanor5.Eutr fince one beame of your 
Honors boumty mimiſtred cofors 10 my lan» 


goiſhing ſpirits, 1 hams defired, + deſiring 
| eA 3 ends. 


endeuoured, and endeuourimg attemptedto 
expreſſe my duty by preſummg to preſent 
vnto your Honour this little Plant and to 
tranſplant it into your Honours Vineyard: 
little it is, yet beares it fruit already, and 
ſuch fruit, as ( I hope ) will yeeld conten- 
ting comfort and comfortable (ontent to 
each fpiritual taſte for the preſent ,&- leaue 
the relliſh of aſſured expettation for the 
time to come, ft ftiriues to oner-top the 
weeds of wants, Wrongs, and wees which 


World weaken a ( brifttans patience,topre- * 


nent the blaſts of diſcontents and diftruſts 
Which world ſupplant a beliexers hope and 
Confidence, = fruſtrate the flermes of 
doubt ing,and contefture Which would hin. 
der the groWthef faith & aff urance, Plea- 
feth your Henour to vonchſafe one hand, 
and to Water it with a few drops of your 
fanoxrable approbation, it will thriue the 
better ; and that, here, you may ſo flouriſh 
it Gods (onrts , that branches be ueuer 
wanting to your ſtacke, nar fruit ts your 
branehes, and that hereefter, root flock, 
branches, and fruit may flouriſh in the Ce. 
leftiall and 11ernal Paradiſe he fhall pray, 
Who reftethener, Is 
"-- Your Honours humbly devored 


EDdv DALTON, 


I» ww Jr *Y%* a" © HP” OPS Pn Er Ran mn, 12 22” 


To the Gentlemen of the 


Innes of Court, eſpecially 
of the T emples. 


GENTLEMEN, 

HE meancit of you may 
claime io muck, and 
the greateſt of you is 
nor dilparaged by that 
loweſt Title of Genti- 
lite, Without you, we 
wouſt confeſie, not ary 
in our 'Gouernment 

: | (which the Lord in 
his Mercy grant long to flourith) cortinueth or 
recouereth a certainty in his Eſtate Temporall, 
as you doe and will, l hope acknowlcyge, that 
you your (clues attaine tb, and finde comfort in, 
thar certainty of your future well-fare by che Mt- 

niftery, which as a C onduir pipe convates it 10 

yo from the Sacred Word, that 7.1! of Salinas Ef.12.7, 

tjow. The greater your carcis for etabliſhinz + 

others or your ſelwes in rerreftriall endowmenes, 

the greater coraſiuc it s to the Conſcience, it it 
be not paralelld with an equall meaſure of (tudie 
and endeuour to gather allurance.ot your owne 

Cceleſtiall inherirance: & che wore expencegwit, _. 

ſtrengeh and time 13 impleyed abour viing the 

3 meanes 


Pſal.1.a. 


meanes to diſpofſeſſe intruders yp6 others orous 
owne right, the deeper is the heare wounded, if 
ſome expence , wit,ſtrigeh & rime be not ſer apare 
for thc wreſting out of the handsofthetruthes rd- 
ucrſarics thoſe weapons whereby they goare the 
ſame&in gulferhe Soule, What I haue done to iu- 
ſie the point of the Communitic of the Saint 5 4ſſ1- 
rance, and to remoue an vyacertaine dewbting of 
Gods lone in Jeſus Criſs 1 referre (as my lelfe 
alſo) ro the ceniures and acceptations ef you, a- 
mong ſome of whom 1 haue ſometime liued,and 
whom 1 hauec found alwaice both iudicious and 
generous : Praying, that you may all beſo fre- 
nent and expert inthe Law of man, that you 
Dey and Night meditate vpen the Law of the Lord, 
to your internall Peace here,and cternall Conſe 


lations for eucr 


#7 Chriſt who is the 


| Towy Worſh: #0 Command 
Ro.1 06g. 
end of the Law, 


-. 


IDY, Dalton, 


} 


To the Reader defirous of Reſolution, 


| 
Or thy ſake ( Chriftian Reader ) hane I cons. 
Ei the enidence of thy preſent right to eter- 


nall happineſſe in a compendious maner : Nei. 

ther multitude of Leaues nor greatnefſe of the 
| Bole, nor number of the Branches, but the goods 
nefſe of the Fruit ts that which commends the Te, 

Of thy confident hope, Which #s the Anchour of 172 

Soule, Heb.6.18, 1 9./and of the aſſurance of Faith 

which i thy Shield, Epheſ. 9.16, the Romiſh Py. 

rats,and Babiloniſh Fencexs Would deprine theegand 
« intheir places mtrude pon thee doubting and con- 
ieRture. 1n thy vehalfe I haue entered the liſts, and 
for thy better ſatisfattio & fuller perſuaſion through 

Gods aſſiſtance, haue wreſted out of thetr hands the 

chiefeſt Weapons Which they haut 4/ſed to Wound this 
T ruth,snd Wm the credit inths cauſe ; ſo as 71 ruſs * 
thy conſcience (being good )\Will rell thee to thy tom: 
fort, that The Truth is great and hath preuailed, 
. and that, thou maiſt wrap thy ſelte in rhe maz# le 
of an humble aſſurance concernmg the ſaluation of. 
thy ſole aſwell (though not ſo much) as any of the 
Saris Which exer were or ſhall be This 7 Wiſh thee, 
and for this commending thee to God and tothe 
word of his grace,which is able to build further, 

and to giue thee an inheritance- among all them 
that arc ſanctified, A#,2 0,3 2, Ireſt, 


Thine and the Churches 
deuoted ſeruant 


EpDvy, D4atT@N 


To the ſeduced Reader, 


Onſiderarion of the vncertaintie of thy 

1 caſe ( ſeduced Reader) hath wakened 
Coinpalliem , compaſſion hath callcd vp 

Care, and care hath ſect on worke my 
thoughts, head and hands according to the mea- 
ſure of my ſpirituall ftrength to atrempt thy help 
and to recouer that Hope which is vniuſtly (by 
thoſe who pretend to be thy Ghoſtly Fathers) 
heldfrom thee. Thou wilt not build thinc houſe 
vpon the ſands,and ſhall thy holy confidence be a 
Caftle inthe Ayre? This cauſe haue 1 brought to 
the Barre, Reade the pleadings on either ſide ; 
wiltull ignorance is a double euill. Hauing read 
them cenſure indifferently : rhou thy ſelte wilt 
exclaime againſta preiudicions & partiall Iudge. 
Takeheed of wornding thine owne Conſcience 
in flighting the Truth, for if thy Conſcienceaccuſe 
thee, Gods greater,and ashe can condemnthee, 
fo he will cleare it, Thus praying that thou maiſt 
be txrned tothe true Shephtard 41d Biſhop of thy 
Soule,r.Fet.,2+2 5.thy Sauiour,& haue that Pope 


which © ſure and ftedfaſt , Heb. 3.6, and newer 


makes aſhamed, Rem,5.5, Ircll 


Thine in 44y (hrifle.ca duty 
pobe commanded 


Epvy, DALTON. 


The Contents. 


Iifh Dottors of all haue leaf reaſor 
roimterprect the T ext of a ConietFurall 
per/waſuon, page 9. 
The Doctrine, is, 
T obe aſſured of euery grace ſumply nt» 
ceſſary to [aluation, 15 common to eaery 
54:nt, not Pauls peculiar. page 10. 


eAvd it is firſt »Spectall Reue. 
pronued from the T ext, lation Pads L 3 
notWitnftanding Pauls Meth of azſcer- 
m7g Page 15. 
Secondly, Context from the manner of 
the Apoſtles arguing page 26. 
Aarke whrireat he aimeth, 1, the 
Saints comfort page 28. 


Grounds of thoſe comforts hee her | 


lates downe p.31. | 
T hirdly,from the confeſſion of the Ad. 
uerſeries, Where 1, The Goſpell aſWwell 


4s the LaW is particularly to be applyed, 


P-3%. 


3. T0 


| 
| 


The Contents. 
2, Toapplygenergll ) Spirit.p. 34. 
propeſitions particulatyy eAdncrſaries 
$5 the prattiſe of the | ( thiſelues p.36. 
3. The truth of Conutrſion may be 
krone p. 38, 
4. What heart it is which is deces.. 
xed p39. | 
5. Wherem Peter was deceined,where« 
m be was not p.43. | 
6. It is abſurd to alledge Pauls rage. 
gs againft the (hurch, to proxe a Saint 
way be deceined p.4 3. | 
7. According tothe meaſure of faith 


# the meaſure of the Saints aſſurance 


P.44- 


eAnd it is ſecondly applied, therefore 
I, T hey are reproued Who Would haue 
all the Saints of God and members of 
Chrift to doubt (and that out of duty ) of 
their Saitation,of Which to donbt Papiſts 
hane of all men leaſt cauſe, ſeeing (if we 
will beleexe themſelues ) they onely are 
trace beleexers, and are able to keepe the 
LaWp.45. 
2, To bold doubting neceſſary is dan. 
wrrous, making Prayer f ruitleſſe p46, 
34/7 


- 


The Contents. 


$3. 7t $570 preſumption to labour for 


aſſurance p.48, 
4. The meanes to obtaine aſſurance 
.50, 
4 5. Szones of true aſſurance p. 59, 

6, Outward conditions ſhould not 
puffe vp or exalt any Saint aboue his infe- 
riour brethren p,52« 

7. T he meaveft childe of God may in 
what eſtate ſoener he be, byreaſon of bis 
intereſt in this aſſurance be comforted 

52. 
y 8. How tobe comforted in ſinnes and 


ſuffermgs by this aſſurance yp, 52. 


DOVBTINGS 
DOVNFAL, 


RoMaANS 8, yerl, 38, 


For 7 am perfwaded , that neither 
death, wor life, nor e Angels, not 
Princepalities, nor powers, nor 
things preſent ,nor things to come: 

29. Nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature fuall be able to ſe- 

erate vs from the loue of God 
which js in Chriſt feſus onr 
Lord. 


LL the prediRions of 
A our bleſſed Saujour 
are infallible for their 
truth,and for their ac- 


Jaz ==. their periods : one 2- 
mong the reſt ſcemes to he verified in 
' our 


S—_— —— 


— I Re. — 
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Doubtings downefall, 


Luk, 2x26, Our daies, which is, T hat men ſhould bt 


Pl. 146.2. 


at their wits end, or their hearts ſhould 
faile them for feare, and for looking aft? 
thoſe things which are comming on the 
earth.. Not that Chriſt would haue 
the fo, but that men would be fo, carry- 
ed away with longing for certainties in 
things, rather of this then a better life: 
whereas it a man inthe teſtimonie of a 
good Conſcience be once perſwaded 
that in Chriſt Gods preſent loue with. 
elit interruption reflecteth on him, and 
future 1oj5es without intermiſſion doe 
expect him : T houghths carth be remo.. 
td, and though the Mountaines be ca. 
ried ito the midſi'of the Sea: yet he (be- 
cauſe his heart is wholly taken vp 
with. the Lords Almightic power,pot- 
ſefſed with the Almghtics mercifull 
protection, and fully perſwaded that 


Tak, 21.18. the worſt croſſe,' eura the lcoſrng of -b:s 


Ro.£$.23. 


head ſhall not produce the periſhing of #1, 
hbaire, but all things ſhall turne to his 
good, though ſome through needlefle 


a Tim.1.19 feares make; Shipwracke of Faithnd 4 


good. Conſcience : other vpon earthly 
hapes embrace this preſent World) he 
| I 


Donbtings downefall. 


I fay remaineth as conftantly faichfall 
inhis outward profeſlion, as he is ho. 
lily reſolued through an inward per- 
ſuafion, But now the Apoſtle, partly 
ſkeing in the Romanes in kis time, 
partly foreſecing inall Saints 1n ſuccee. 
ding ages, that their holy perſuaſion 
ſhould be oppoſed ard their heauenly 
profeſſion hindered ypon the ſound of 
that Alarum, which both preſent expe- 
rience andfuture expeatiencauſed to 
be made, cntereth in this Chapter the 
lifts, and begins a combate with his e- 
nemies of all forts, ſinne,and ſufferings 
(notending many times till death hath 
put an end vntothem) nay deathit ſelfe 
(of all aMiittions the worſt which man 
canendure,and that only which he can- 
not reſt) from the 1. verſe tothe 31, 
and leaft any Saint ſhould ſhrinke from 
his holy faith, or any other be deterred 
from touching the very herames of that 
—— which is ſoaccompanicd with 
afflictions and encountred with oppo- 
fitions, he preſents the ſoule yiRoriou- 
fly triumphingfrom the 31,verſetothe 
end of the Chapter, againſt all doubt- 
| ; cauſing 


wz, 


_ all thalay long ms are comited- as ſheepe 


- y 


Cc, 


Doubtings doWnefal. 


cauſing ftreights and heart.daunting 
ſtrengrh : becauſe it cannot poffibly be 
deſtitute of any thing that is helpefull ; 
for how ſhalt not he that fhared not his 
owne Soune, but delivered him wp for vs 
all, with him alſo freely giue vs all things, 
verſe 32. nortoo much moleſted with 
any enemKs that are hurttull, whether 
ſeuered or ynited in their forces, Are 
they ſeuered ? It inſults firſt ouer the 
malice of ſuch as are ſpirituall, whe- 
ther finneor Satan, and a guilty conſci- 
ence through ſinne one or all, either ac- 
culing verſe'3 3. Who ſhall lay any thing 
to the ebarge of Gogs Eleft ? It is God 
that inſtificth ; or condemming verſe 34. 
Who #4 he that condemneth ? 7t s (hriſt 
that died, yea rather that is riſen agaize, 
Who us euen at the right hand of God, Who 
alſo maketh tnterceſſionfor Vs, Secondly, 
ouer the miſchiete of ſuch as are corpo- 
rall, verſe 35,36,37. Who ſhall ſepa- 
rate vs from the lone of Chriſt ? thall 
irubulation, or diſtreſſe, or perſecution, or 
famint, or nakednefſe, or perill, or ſword ? 
a it us written, for thy ſake We are killed, 


for 


— 


Donbrings doWnefall, - 


for the ſlaughter ; nayin all theſe things 
we are wore then coxqueronrs, through 
him that loned vs, Are they vnited ? 
They ſhall preuaileno otherwiſe, ſpeed 
no better ; for the Apoſtles conſcience 
told him that Gods lone to his Saints is 
inſeparable, and fo inſcparable', that 
Neither dcath, nor life, nor eA ngels, nor 
' Principalities nor poWers, nor things pre- 
\ ſent, northings to come ; nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other creature fhall be able 
(endeuour what it will, attempt what 
v It can ) fo ſeperate Vs (cirher him or 
them) from the loue of God Which #5 in 
Chriſt Jeſus cur (his and their) Lord, 
Apropoſttion it is of comfort propoun- 
ded by our Apoſtle in ſuch a manner we 
ſee, as manifeſts his aflured and infal- 
| lible perſnaſion, not only of his owne, 
but of th Saintsthen in Rome,and con- 
kquently of all Saints that either then 
were,or after ſhould be vpon the earth, 
their inſeparabiliry from the loue of 
God in Chriſt, This perſuiſfion was 
aſſured and infallible ; for howſoeuer 
the word here vſcd be ſometime taken 
for a probabilitic : yet other ſometimes 
B for 


Doubtings deWwnefal.. 


for 4 certaine confidency and confiderit 
certainty as may be gathered by the 
Context and circumſtances of the pla- 
ces where we finde it, Now the Con. 
rext is the enly touch-ſtone and rule to 
know the true interpretation of any 
word that is vied diuerſly, and if this 
be not duly pondered, a man may, 7ero 
errare Celo, mille his marke, and looſe 
his aime, as by ſundry inſtances might 
be made apparent in words, which in 
diuers places of Scripture are taken iu 
diuers ſenſes, if any fhould, as none 
can, at leaſt not any will,ſhew them. 
ſelues of ſo weake a iudgement, fo 
ſleight acquaintance with the Scripture, 
or {0 quarreling & exceprious a diſpo.. 
fition. Shall we then thinke that the 
Apoftle ajirning at the comiort ot the 
Saints at Rome, and all other Saints,a. 
gainft all enemies whatſoeuer, inſulting 
before ouer great and mighty enemies, 
and cuen modeſtly, yet truely and 
graucly boaſting , that he and others 
were (onquerours, yea more then Con. 
querours, as if the vitory had beene 


already gotten, would now finiſh his 
(«+ 


_, ” ”— 
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Doxbtings downefall. 


conſolations with rncertainties and 
conietures > What couftancy had this 
becne in an Apoſtle > What comfort to 
any of Gods people in their perplext. 
ties ? ſhonld nothe, if here inthe cloſe- 
ing he be doubttfull, haue pulled downe 
all that heauenly tabricke and fpirituall 
building of conſolation ( which before 
by his confidence diſplayed by the ban- 
ners of the Lords turning all things to 
the-goed of thoſe that lone him) of con. 
gquering and victory, enen-in being kil- 
led, he had fairely raiſed and ſet vp vpon 
the pilleisof ſound arguments ? either 
his former boaſting was vaine.. or hee 
wow begun to bethinke hiniſclfe, in 
meetiug on the ſudden with ſome bit. 
_ terafſault, thathe was miſtaken, orelſe 
in this argument , he is nore confident 
then he was. But ſurely, ſeeiug he was 
aſwell iuſtruRed in alltruth, as ftreng- 
thened in alltryals from heauen, his tri- 
umphing was holy , and his gloryin; 
was ſoundly groynded:; Andit he ha 
becne fo vnexpeRedly affailed, with 
ſuch fury as to .enforce him to recall 
+ himſclfc, and repenthis former affiance, 
B 2 with. 


Doubtings downefall, 


without doubt it would hauz clearely 
appeared inthe face of his ſtile here,af- 
/ wellasel{-where, in that enery where 
(as the leaſt Conuerſant in his Epiſtles 
«may perceiue) his ſpeciall care is, cuer 
to preuznt what may be obiefted or 
miſconceiued : becauſe then we ſee no - 
chang: in his countenince, noralterati- 
on in is words, we cannot belecue he 
cither had any ſuch cauſe of feare or oc- 
caſion to diſtruſt he was before in er. 
ror : or if that will not be yeelded, yet 
without all contradiction, the brunt 
was quickly ouer, and the aſſault did 
not ſurpriſe him, or was fo farre from 
the enfeebling of his faith, hindering cf 
his hope, and dauncing of his reſolued 
heart, that he is not.only a man ſtill of 
the ſame minde he was before, but as 
1 Sam17, Dauid ypon his good fuccefle againſt 
34-37% the Lyon andthe Beare duſt aduenture 
to encouuter with chem, from whom 
all iced: Sothe Apoſtle having well per- | 
eeiucd the greateft violence of an ad- 
tierſe,both might and'malice, and tohis 
comfort knowing now; that being co- 
nered with the ſhicld 6f the Lords pro- 

oy 2: "-teftion 


- %. 


Doubtngs doWnefal, \ 


retion aud ſufficiently armed with the 
loue of God vntohim in Chriſt, neither 

earthly nor helliſh power were able, to 

his cternall hurt, to prenaile againft 
him, takes a neuer to be daunted cou- 

rageto him, and cnters the liſts a freſh 
as achampion ſtanding againſt all com. 
. mers, and ready vponthe hazard of his 
fſoule to buckle with whomſocner or 
whatſoeuer ſhall call inqueſtion either 
the certaintie of a Saints ſtanding or of 

the loue of Goa 19 { briſt vnto him : for 
| lraſthe ſhould omir any enemy or op- 
polite, he chaliengeth euery creature, 

ſo farre is he in his confidence from a 

doubtfull conieture. Of which they Fopifh Do» 
(Romes Rabbins) of all other haue the —_— 
lealt reaſon, and lefſe Religion, to con- 
ceiuethis place, ſeeingit pleaicththem inc<.prex 
ſometimes to tell vs that the Apoſte this ters 
had this perſuaſion by ſpeciall Reucla- = page 
tion : for ſuch things as the Lord reuea- (-, _ 
Icth ina ſpecciall manner areneuer falſe, 
but alwaies ſo certaine, that a man may as xo. 
fafely without any lotle or preiudice & 18.9, 16. 
build vpon them ; yea and hazard the 11. & 27. 
{aluation both of bod Band ſoule about 33-2435» * 
B 3 the 3” 


Ta be afſu- 
red ob eucry 


Doubtings downefall, 


the truth and infallibilite of them. His 
perſuaſion then was aſſured, confident, 
& certain, & not concerning the inſepa- 
rabilitie ofthe loneof God.in Chriſt to - 
wards himſelf only,but towards the $3 
at Romealſfo : for with himſelfe, he in- 
cludes them, ſha# be able (faith he) to 
ſeparate,not me, but vs, equally inter- 


reſting them with himfelfe in the cer- 


tainty of Gods fanour, Now whatſo. 
euer in- this Kinde the Saints then at 
Rome might challenge,al & euery of the 


Saints tothe 'Worlds end, may as juſtly - 


(cuery man in his proportion and mea- 
ture) claime, elſe why was this reſerued 
inthe Church, and propounded to eue- 
ry member of it, as of as neceſſary vſe 


-28 any other part or portion ot ſacred 


Writ? In that'then the perſuaſion of 


the Apoftle is certaine and infallible, 
& yet (as the Sun by the beames)1s not 
bounded in the Spheare of that heart 
where it abideth bns reflexeth indiffe. 
rently vpon the Saints at Rome,and in- 
terreſteth allthe members of Chriſt,we 
may ſafely colle& and conclude, that, 


wy meceſſa. 7 0 be aſſured of, enery Grace fimplyne- 


Ceſſar) 


y 


— OIITY —  — « 


a = - 


& « 
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ceſſary to ſaluation, ts common to all Gods") falua 
Saints, not proper to any,no,not Pauls pe- _ 
Culiar : for + aſh Saint may be aflu- gods Saints, 
red of one, then of euery, grace fim- nor proper 
ply neceſſary to faluation : but cnery t2 29y, no, - 
Saint may be aflured of his owne inſe- *** 4 _— 
pacabilitie from the loue of God in = 
Chriſt ; and therefore it followeth, as ; 
neceſiarily as the Sunne is accompanied 

with light, that euery Saint may be aſ- 

ſured ot euery grace ſimply neceflary to 

Aalaation. Now becauſe this truth is 
obſcured,and this Angelicall perſuaſion 

is held by ſome to be Satanical preſump*« 

tion, ir will be no leffe profitable then 

neceſſary to drine away all the miſtsof 

error and miſdoubting by drawing 

the curtaine trom betore that light 

which 1, the Text, 2, the Context, 

3+ The confellion of the Aduerſaries 

giuc vnto this concluſion, 

From the Text we may draw tWO From the 
arguwents, 1. Of what grace ſocuer Text, 
ſimply neccſlary to faluation, the Apo- 
ſtle Paul as concerning him{elte,is aflu- 
redly perſuaded, of the ſame grace,may 
euery Saint or regenerate Chriſtian, as 
B 4 con- 


Doubtings doWnefall, 


concerning himſelfe be affuredly per. 
{uaded alio: But the Apoſtle Paul is af- 
ſuredly perſuaded of his owne inſepa- 
rabilitie from the loue of God in Chriſt, 
and conſequently of eucry graceſimp ly 
nece!lary to ſaluation : therefore, fo 
may euery regenerate Chriſtian. 2.By 
what grace ſoeuer {1mply neceſſary to 
ſajuation, the Apoſtte Paul is atſuredly 
perſuaded belongs to, oris in, others ; 
they may be atluredly pcriuaded, the 
ſame grace belongs to, and is inthem- 
{clues : But the Apoſtle Paxl is aflu. 
redly perſuaded , that, inſeparabilitie 
from the louc of God in Chriſt belongs 
to the Saints at Rome : therefore the 
Saints at Rome may be afluredly per. 
ſuaded,that inſeparability from the lone 
of God in Chritt belongs to them : and 
if they, then of the ſame, ma; all other 
Saints whereſocuer for rhemſcelues be 
perſuaded alfo 2 Either of which two 
infererces,though they be as true as the 
Skie is cleare in the brighteſt day, yeta 
double cxception, in ſeeming iult, will 
at the firſt glance, caft a cloude ypon 
either of them, ifnot remoued, 

= The 


Dowubtinss downefall, 


The firſt is thus framed : It follow 
eth not, Becauſe the Apoſtle was per- 
ſuaded of his, theretore others may be 


3 


perſuaded of their,inſeparabilitie. Their Notwith- 
reaſon is ; He kad that meanes which fanding 


they want, namely, ſpeciall reuelation. 
But that cloude 1s diſperſed if one 

onely beame of the truth reflex vpon it, 

for the ground of this exception failes 


them being the 2.Cor.1 2.4. for no o- ' 


ther place will yeeld them fo much as a- 


ny colour of the like aduantage, where 


the Apoſtle comming to ſpeake of his 
viſions and -reuelations affirmeth of 
himſelte, that, He was rapt Vp ito the 
third heanen, and into Paradiſe , when 
and wherethey imagine he had this and 
other things, concerning himſelfe and 
other Saints reucaled to him, but how 
aſtly they ſay ir, let the place it ſclfe 
ſpeake, which athrmeth thar he hrard 
Rn ords not lawfull and net goſſible robe vt- 
cexed : but this his owne perſuaſion and 
aflucance he here vttereth, which if it 
had beene vnpolhble, he ceuld not it 
vnlawtfull he yyould not 'haue vrtered ; 
and therefore not then in ſpeciall maner 
reucaled, 


his I, [ÞC» 
ciall Reuce 
latin, 
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reuealed, if notthen, I cannot belecue 
at all, becauſe the word of God doth 
not reneale it. 

But be it ſuppoſed (we may ſuppo'e 
light to bedarkenetle, truth tobe error) 
thathe hadit reuecaled; lerthem tell me 
the cauſe why he ſers downe, tnis {pe- 
ciall Reazlation, neither here nor cKe- 
where as 2 ground of his aſſurance 0! 
as the foundation of his comtorts, tr 
only fach as are common with hin r© 


every Chriſtian, and icrue tor the com: 


fort and perſuading any of the Saints of 
their inleparabilitie from the tous of 
Godin Chriſt : wilithey lay it was his 
modeſty ? why, that cannot be, becauſe 
Apoſtolique fidelity is, neucr ſcucred 
from, eucr ioyned with, Apoſtolique 
modeſty, whichappeares in this, that 
where he ſo ſpeakes of himſclfe, heci- 
ther implyeth or expreſleth arcaſonof 
his fo {peaking : Bur he that hathas mas 
ny eyes as eArgis,or is as deep fighted 
as Lincews, can eſpy no ſuchreaſon here 
cither expreſſed or to be colletcd. 
Surely then this muſt be the reaſon, fee- 
mg no better , no fitter can be giuen, 

Faae 


_ — —_—_— TY . wy - ac 


Ih 
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that he conceales that ground of afſi- 
red comfort which 1s proper, and vr- 
geth thoſe that are common, leaftthee 
ſhould caſt a ſcruple into the mindes of 
them (whom he would comfort) and 
make them not dare to apply rhat to 
themſclues, which did ſeeme to be his 
peculiar, and ſo depriue them of thar 


' conſolation, wherewith he did entend 


| 
f 


to fortifie them againſt all aſſaults and 
oppolitions z and thus,this their excep- 
tion yeelds them loſle for gaine, and 
confirmes what before 1 afhrmed, 
namely, whereof the Apoſtle for him. 
ſelf was perſuaded, cuery Romane Saint 
& conſequently euery regenerateChri. 
ſtian forhimſelf may be perfuadcd alfo, 


The ſecond exception is thus produ- 2, Gift of 
ced. The Apoltle had the gitt of diſ- diſcerning 


PR which heſpeaketh 1.07.1 2, 
10.and athrmeththat to ſome it was gi- 
uen; if toany, then to the Apoſtles ; if 
to any of the Apoftles,then tothe Apo. 


ſtle Part; for nothing Was be inferionr » Cox x %, 


to the reſt of the eApoſiles : therefore 11. 


ke might know that of the Romanes, 
which they could not know of them. 
ſclues 


A D So 


My 


1 Cor, 
I23 27» 
6.19. 
9.16, 
6.11, 


3422, 
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ſelucs, But this cloude with another 
of the trutks rayes is diffolucd into 
ayre : for though we will yeeld yvnto 
the Apoſtle, the preeminence for -the 
meaſure by reaſon of that gift, yct 
wee athrme for the truth of the 
matter , that they, aſwell as hee, 
mizht be alluredly perſuaded thar, 
snſeparabilitie fremy the loue of God 
im Chrift did belong cuen vnto 
them. 

For what is true of the Saints at Co- 
rinth in this regard, is true alfo of the 
Saints at Rome, and whart may be faid 
of the one, may be likewiſe attirmed of 
the ether,and of all other Sainrs. But the 
Apoltle ahrmeth 5 that euery one of them 
is a member of Chriſt in his particulcr, 
that the Holy Ghoft #w,yea dwelleth, wn 
them, that they were Waſhed, ſanitified, 
and iuſtified, and conſequently had faith, 
thar they were Chriſts, and conſequent. 
ly had him inthem. Would he haue 
faic thus it it had not been fo ? or was 
it ſo ? did hefay it? and ſhall wenor 
thinke he was allured of it ? How 
Will this [kand with ticir exceprion, 
hu 


_ — 


| Doubtings downefall. 
by gift of Diſcerving ? How doth 
it agree with the g-aury,and wiſdome, 


cy ſincere Cealing of an A- 
poltle ?' How elſe could he fpeake all * 


7 


Cory, 


things to them im truth, as he affirmeth '#* - 


he did ? It mult necdcs then be graun- 
ted, thar ſeeing he ſaid ir, he certainely 
Knew they were ſo quallified : and yet 
rotwithſtanding this his knowledge 
and pe: ſuaſion concerning them , hes 
preſleth vpon them, a fearching and 
diucing into their owne'ſelues, their 
owne foulcs, for the finding and ſen- 
ſible { Ife-percciuing of thoſe graces 
whertewith he knew hey were enp 
dued* | 
Now if they could nor haue found 
nor beene afſurcd of them in them= 
ſelues, I would. know the reaſon, 
why tor this hee doth fo earneſtly 
prefſe them in diue:s places, wherher 
they knew their boties Werg the mim- 


he" Ge, t Corb 15. 
bers of Chritt ? If the Spirit of God 


was dwelling in them, Whether they 


2,16, 


Were in the faith and ( hriſt feſus were » Cor.1 255 


37 them ? yea with ſuch a phraſcas doth 


more then imply, for itaffizmes, nay, 
euen 


Donbtings downtfal. 


even afſures a neceſlirie;for hetels them 
if they knew not this they were repro- 
bates, 

If they could not themſelues haue ſeen 
and certginly knowne theſe graces in 
them, theſe priuiledges to belong vnto 
them, then theſe prefling Interrogati- 
ons had beecne either very ſuperfluous 


(which to ſay caſts vpon the Spirit of | 


wifdome,the Author ot chem, an impu- 
tationof indiſcretion) or very dange. 
rous, vſcd rather to enforce,defpaire, 
then infer comfort, oradde incourage. 
ment, which is blaſphemous, ſeing ir 
accuſeththe Lord as guilty of diſſimala- 
tion,as though he colonrably pretended 
ſare comfort, when he purpoſely enten- 
dcd aſſured diſtrattions. 

My demand then admits no other an- 
fwer then this, that the reaſon of his 
earneſt vrging of them, was; to ſtirre 
them vp to a diligent examination of 
themſ{clues as he himſelfe declareth, 
that thereby they might haue experi. 
once ef theſe graces in themſelnes, 
which heteſtified, and teſtifying per- 
ſazded them rhey had : otherwiſe hee 

would 


Donubtings downefall. 
would never haue gone abour to per- 
ſuade them, to whom he wiſhed 1alua- 
tion, that the want of perſonall know- 
ledge of theſe graces in them, and pri- 
uiledges belonging tothem,was a figne 
of their reprobation, 

But left we be thought altogether to 
roue in another field, and range 2mon 
a ſtrange people ( though indeed an 


* truth the condition of all the Saints in 


regard of the ſubitance and matter ofalf 


9 


zCor.1;.s. 


ſpeciall and ſpirituall graces be alike) 


let vs ſee if we can aime fo right, and 
keepe home ſo well as to cleare this 
=_ by any paſſage(befides this Text) 
betweene the Apoftle and theſe Ro. 
manes concerning whom, he was here 
fo well perſaaded. Surely there 15 one 


" among others that addes ſtrength to 


this afſertion, that notwithſtanding 
both ſpeciall renelation, and the gift of 
diſcerning eucry Regencrate Romane 
might be aflured of that grace in him- 
{elte, and of that priuiledge belonging 
tohim,whereof the Apoſtle was afſu- 


redly perſuaded inreſpeR ofhim ; and 


s is this, The Apoſtle = God 


_ 
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Rom,6. 17, thankes that they (to wit which, among 


Pro.15.11, 


the Romanes or ellewhere were effe. 
Etually called, Rew.1. 5.for till then, not 
any other are truly capable of any grace 
{imply neceſſary to faluation) were, that 
1s, forme times,not now, the. ſeruants of 
ſerne , that they Were free from ſine, and 
beccome the ſernants of God, and lo free 
from death, andintereftcd in eternall life, 
With what tace could he haue come be- 
tore the Lord (though with praiſe in 
his mouth) whois the Iudge of all, who 


knowes the very hearts and reincs,and . 


whom hell and eſtruttion are be fore,and 
therefore much more the hearts of the 
children of men, as Salomon truly argu- 
eth, if either he had doubted , or had 
not been vpon good grounds perſuaded 
of, aſwell their freedome from death,zs 
the endof their holincfſe,:ternall lite? 
yet cuen inthat fixt Chapter, he 1s cuer 
and anon calling ypon the Romanes,the 
beft among them, in that maner, and 


with ſach a Phraſe, Tone and Accent,as . 


not only imply a defire he had to excite 
and ftirre them vp to acleare and di- 
ſtint knowledge of thelethings which 

; were 
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were inthem and did belong vnto them» 
but alſo a ſharpe accuſation for their, igno- 
rance of them in themſelues, and not'diC. 
cerning their good eftates in which he 
knew they were, and for which he'pow- 
red forth the ſacrifice of thankſgiuingto 
the Lord;for in the 3.v.ofthe 6,Thapter, 
his words are theſe, KnoW yee net that ſo 
many of vs (including them with hins/e//e) 
as were baptized mto feſus ( hrift,Wvere bap. 
t12.ed into bis death ? Inthe 16, v. theſe, 
KroW ye net that to who you yeeld your ſelues 
ſcrnants to obey, his ſeruants ye are to whom 
ye obey, Whet ber of fin wnto death,or of obe.. 

dience vntoriohteouſneſſe? The belt wecan 
make of his thus Catechizing them, and 
the leaſt we can gather fromtheſe cutting 
queſtions, 1s an earneſt calling vpon them 
to haue in themſclues experience of-the 
benefits of Chriſts death and reſurreion, 
which through the whole Chapter are to 
die wnto ſm, and to line unto righteonſneſſe, 

and the end of all eternall life, which he 

knew did belong vntothem,ſoas of what- 

ſocuer grace the Apoſtle 1s aflured to be 

in, or to appertaine vnto,another; of the 

ſame may that other be afluredly perſua. 

ded is in, or appertaines .vnto, himſeMfe, 

For whether they be Saints at Corinth or 
C "Fore 


R9. 6. 


vally. 
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Romi or whereſoencr concerning whom 
the Apoſtle is well perſuaded, - hee 
grounds that his good per ſuafion al- 
waies, not vpon either ſpeciall Reucla- 
tion-or his gift of diſcerning, but ypon 
ſuch ſignes as they themſclues might 
ſee, and vpon ſuch tokens as they them. 
{clues might know and well percciue 
in themlclues : for how knew hee that 
the Romanes were, before time, not then 
when he writ vnto them, the feruants of 
ſin, that is, had yeelded themſelues once 
wholl, y to che commanding power of fin, 

but now hadcaft oft his yoke: > He himſelf 
can belt acquaint vs with the meanes 
whereby he attained to that Knowledge 
concerning them : let vs aske him, our 
qneſtion ſhall not be fo ready as his reſo- 
lution, for in the very next words, he diſ- 
couereth them, to be, their obe y:ng of the 
truth ; yee haue, faith he, obeyed from the 
very heart that forme of doftrine which was 
atlinered wvnto You, AS if hee had ſaid, 

would you vnderſtand what moued mee 
to giue thenkes to God for your preſent 
eftate, and how I know you are free-men 
1a reſpect of fins bondage; I will tell you, 

thus itis, I ſaw and ſee and reioyceat it, 


that you wichal the powers of your foules 
ue 
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haue yeelded obedience to that truth 
which hath beenetaught you. How knew 
he that the fruit they ſhould reape was 
the fruit of holmeſſe, and that the end they 
ſhould attaine to was erernall life ? Then 
himſclfc none is better able to reueale vp- 
on what greunds he was moned to hope 
ſo well for their tuture happinefle ; aud 
before wee demand he an{weres, there 
were certaine markes ( Gods good to- 
kens) vpaon them which they might as 
well, it not better then he , perceme in 
themſelues , and they were theſe, that 
they Were made free from ſme , the 
yoke and burden whereof any Saint roo 
much fecles, after hee by his corrup- 
tion 1s ſubieſted to 1t, and to his hearts 
toy well diſcernes, when by the Lords 
mercy in his Sauiours merits kce is 
eaſed of it, and then, that they were 
become the ſeruants God , that 1s, 
with all ſubmiſſive reuerence, and re- 
nerent diligence did refigne themſelnes 
ouer vnto God in minde, and foule, 
and ſpirit, and the whole man to doe his 
will , of which change, no childe of 
God can bee lefle ignorant , then vſu. 
ally is a fernant of his owne remouing 
from 2 tedious painefull, and no way 
C2 CON- 
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verſ., 28. 


verſ(. +222 


verl..23« 
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contenting, to aioyfall, cafic, and cuery 
way peace-bringing, feruice, ſecing the 
ſeruing of ſin and Satan is bondage, and 
the ſeruice- of the Lord isperfeR freedom. 
x Cer,z.:6, As for the Corinthian Saints, He did in 
2 manner chide them, becauſe they tooke 
nobetter notice that they were the T em. 
ple of God, and thafthe ſpirit of God dWelt 
in them : and had he any reaſon for it?God 
and his Spirit are inuiſible, how then can 
mortall eics diſcouer their habitation. 


'"k Though we doe not ſee the King, yet we 
"p can tel! where the Court is, by the Writs 
M thar procegde from him, and the Retinus 
j that belong vnto him. They could not but 
| feele the imprellion of the Spirit ſealing 


vpon their hearts, the cternall peace of 
their conſciences, the neuer expiring pa- 
| tents of Celeſtiall promiſes in Chriſt, nei- 
S || ther could they be ignorant of God and 
| his Spirits preſence within them, ſeeing 
h 17- heconld diſcerne thata ſpiritual ſanttitie 
{ Ge godly graces did without adorne them. 
Wa Againe, It was an excellent priuiledge to 
3C&13.5: be the fuith, but an vnparalleld preemi- 
nence to haue (rift in chews, and a ble(. 
ſing which in the end bringeth happi- 
nefle without'compare, to be free from the 
ſtate of reprobation, Inallthef(e reghecs = 
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had aftirm'd the in their meaſure tobe hap- 

py, and withall theſe prerogatiues to be 
honoured with himſelte: for (aſwell as he) 

they were by God eftabliſhed tn Chriſt, a... Cor r.20, 
noznted, ſealed, and receined the earneſt of m_ 

the Spirit entheir hearts, Neither was this 
a bare athrmation,but an allured perfuafi- 
on concerning them ; for it was accom- 
panied with ſuch an hope of them for the 
time to come ( hope is not of things ſcene) Rom. 8.24, 
which was-not flceting but firme, it had 25» 

not a ſandy but ſound foundation,& what 

was that ? could they alſo fee it, to build 

their owne atlured perſuaſion and itedfa(t 

hope vpon it? Sect ? clearey ſee it,palpa- 

bly percciue it, and ſenſibly teclc it. Firſt, » Cor.1.5, 
their partaking of the ſufferings of Chriſt, 74% 13+: 
& then ( hrifts powerſalneſſe in them, Such 

markes as arenot only to be diſcerned, ro 

be, wherethey be (tor who can ſuffer and 

not know it,or haue a fre in his brealt and 

not perceiuc the heat of it?) bur common; Mar.z,1t, 
to all the Saints, to all the rRembers of Luk.z 4-4. 
Chriſt, andto all that looke to enter into 
the Kingdome of heguen, for they that be 
leeue not in him wall be fo farre from 
ſuffering for him, that they wall not fo 
much as once take to heart either h1s or 
his Saiats ſufferings, and if Chriit ſhall 


2 Cor.1.7. 


rm. MY &'S - 
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not be mighty in them, they will not en. 
dure ſufferings of any kind for him. Thus 
from the Text the double colleCtion (thar 
cuery regenerate Chriſtian way be aſſured 
of what{oeucr grace for himſcllfe, where- 
of the Apoſtle is perſuaded for himſelf,or 
inthe behalte of any ather, notwithſtan- 
ding either {peciall Reuelation, or his gitt 
of diſcerning) remaineth vadenyable. 


The Con= Nd lefſe, but rather more tranſparent 
_ Po light will rhe Context giue to thisrruth, 
Cn alles . fo © 

rance to be T hat to be aſſured of inſeparabilitic from 

common the loue of God in Chriſt, and foof all o. 

from. ther graces ſimply necctlary to faluation 

is not proper tothe Apoltle nor any Sainr, 

but common to euery one of the $*5,as ap- 

peareth by, 1,the Maner. 2.the Marke. 3. 

the ground of Parls arguing in this Chap. 

r. The ma- Forthe 1, the Maner. It 1s neceſlarfly 

ner of the granted,that Freedome from condemmation, 

Apoltles T9 be the childe of God, Saluation, 7nter- 
arginge 


ceſſion of the holy G boſt, and of 7eſi us ( hrift, 
To haue a{ things worke together for the 
beſt, Vifory m T ribulations,and the like. 
7nſeparabilitie from the loue of (hriſt and 
God in (hriſt are things ſimply neceflary. 
Now the Apoſtle - theſe as argu- 
nents of comfort, he doth not appropri- 


ate them, nor any one of them to himſelte, 
but. 


——— 
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bur applyeth them,to hjmſelfe indeed, for 
he 1s included, yet, fo as the reft of the 
faithfull alſo may include themfſelues. This 
he would not, nay could not, haue done 
without delading of them , it they might 
only hane ſcene the Combe, and might 
not haue taſted of the Hony, but to de.. 
ludethem was as farre from his intention 
as it ſhould be fro our imagination, ſeeing 
he ſoughtta approuc himſeltin the conſci- 
ences of all, which he could not haue done 
though he hadvſcdneuer fo great endenor, 

nor truly hanc endenoured , if he in cheſe 


priuileges mEtioned .mightonly haue cha. 


lenged a property & the reſt of the faith- 

fall could at all haue claymed no intereſt. 
But he faith not;T here 35 no condemuati- 

on ts mee but to them, be what they will 


be,ſo they be #n Crriſt eſis, & Walk nt af- 


ter the fleſh but after the ſpirit. He ſaith not 
thatheonly is the child of God, but as ma- 
ny 4s are led by the fpirit of God, they are the 
ſons of God, Heſaith nothe is, but we are 
ſaued by hope. Heſaithnot all things Worke 
together for good to me, but to thews that 
loue God, ts them Wha are called aceordins 
go his purpoſe, He faith not, ether the ſpi- 
rit or (brit makes mterc efſion for mee, 
but for vs, Hee Aaith not , #2 ll theſe 
Cx things 
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meth, s. the 


comforts of © 
atl che Sts. Romane, and conſcquently of cuery truly 
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things Tam morethena Conquerour, but 
We are more then (« ON JUCYONY'S throu 'gÞ him 
that loued not me but vs, He faith not whe 

'all [eparate me but vs from the lone of 
Chriſt * nor, 1 am perſuaded, that neither 
death nor life c>cſhalbe able to ſeptrate me 
but ws from the loue God Cc as freely i in- 
terrefling and fully inueſting the Regene- 
rate Saints thenin Rome and all others, 
who had or ſhall hane the conditions 
whichare added, in thoſe priuiledges and 
graces, as he was fully and certainly per. 
ſuaded they belonged to himſelfe, 

For the ſecond, The marke or end where 
at the Apoſtle in this place-aimeth,what 
1s it ? It1s the comfort & conſolation not 
f himſelfe alone, but of cuery regenerate 


beleeuing Chriſtian which was then, 1s 
now, or hereafter ſhall be in Chriſt leſs, 
again(t all and ſingular enemies and op- 

ofites whatſocuer which might any way 

efſer;,or by any means cauſe them to leaue 
their confidence in Gods loue through 
Chriſt, elſe he might better haue con 
cealed theſe comforts in the cloſer. of 
his owne breaſt then rcuealed them. And 
further to ſay theſe comforts here recor- 
ded eitlfer all or ſome of them doe belong 
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vnto him alone, is erronious : for to ſay, 
they all are his in peculiar, is to gaineſay 
his purpoſc here, becanſe the blefled Spi- 
rirs purpoſe, and his owne ſpexch elle. 
where, where he who was no changeling 


in his affertions afirmeth that Wharſoeuer Rom,rs. 4; 


things Were Written aforetime Were written 
for our learning , that wee through pati- 
ence and comfort of the Scriptures might 
hane hope: which things( patzence and com- 
fort ) by them( rhe Se riptares )arethe Spi- 
rits aime, their ( the Scriptares ) end not 
only in_the Apoſtles time, but to the 
worlds end. Now how can webe armed 
with patience, ſuſtained with comfort, & 
tranſported to the hauen of happinefle, 
with hope by this Scripture anonly place 
of comfort, yea cuen of all places fulleſt of 
the ſpirituall Balme of Gilead if it wholly 
belongs to Pax? If itit wholy belongs to 
Paul how ca it otherwiſe be thonghe, but 
that,he ſought only himſelfe & his own glo. 
ry,ncither the Saints then, nor vs now ? 
To aftirme that ſome of them belonged 
to him, preſuppoſeth this particular cotort 
laid downe inthis Text,the inſeparability 
from the loue of God in Chriſt, which is 
the greateſt, and comprehends the reſt,8 
therctore it any, thenthis; if this, how is 


— _— — 
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not the Apoſtle (as was cuery one gf the 
Wl | three friends of 7b ) a miſcrable comfor.- 
n. | Tob.t 3.4. tcrof a diftrefled conſcience ? for as they , 
& 16.2. caſt dnſt vpon their heads,aud ſate by him 
_ 12% 3* [eauen dates and ſeancn nights together ſore 
ryoWfull, yetatlaſt failed in applying com- 
fort - So hee haning animated a fainting 
ſoule, refreſhed a wearied fpirit,and ſup. 
pled a wounded heart with fundry ſpiritu- 
| all Cordials againſt the rigour of the law, - 
if the frailtic of the fleih, the greatneſſe and 
1 gricuouſnefſe of afflictions a long time, 
Ih ſhould leauethat ſoule fs languiſhing,thar 
| ſpirit ſo weary, that heart ſo wounded in 
anger ofthe [aſt enemie, and in doubt of 
none of the leaſt merctes : for not one bur 
eucry faithfull ſoule perceiuing it muſt, 
though it haue foiled many aduerfarics, 
faile inthe end wholly,and faint rnder the 
| burden of one or other oppoſition, 6 not 
| obtain the endot its hope and expectati- 
on,the lone of God in Chriſt is plunged deep 
in the gulfe ot deſperation ; and fo would 
| Paul become the ſanour of lite tonone,the 
Auour of death to all cuen thoſe whici are 
coheires with him in Ckrilt, which muſt 
not ſo much as once into our thoughts bee 
admitted or in our minds conceited,much 
leſle with our mouthes be vttered, Ring 
rac 


| 
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the holy Ghoſt aftirms, that he was the ef- , coc.3, 53 
fetuall /axonr of life tothe Fathers cho. 16, 
{n,and tothe Sonnes redeemed. 

For the 3.thing conſidered in the Con- 3» The 
text,the Ground of Yauls arguing 8 of his ——_— | 

T | is c6forts, 
comforts here laid down,are of two forts, ©: 
the one worksng,God's loue (> mercy, { briſts 
merits & efficacte z the other witneſling, 
Gods ſpirit 6 oxr ſpirit, or a renned conſe. 
ence, Now all & cuery of theſe cannot but 
be aftirmed,nuwlt ncceflarily be contefled, 
©o be comon toall,not only proper to any 
of the faithtul:for to deny theſe, one or any 
of them to one or any belieuer,is ro deny 
him, to beeleQed which proccedes from 
Gods loue, to bec redeemed which is of 
Chrifts merit, to be fan&tified which is the 
Work of the ſpirit ſeeing therfore thegreid, 
of this kis inſeparability fro Gods loue in 
Chriſt,& of the other priuitedgesis como, 

I conclude that, To be perſuaded of, & al- 
ſured in,theſe, is alſo como with the Apo- 
ſtle to euery truly regenerated Chriftian. 

Thus the Text and Context cleare our Aduerſa- 
concluſion,but that wherein we may iuſt- ries contef. 
7 vjumph, and which is not of the leaſt 493 
orce both to confound the perſons & con- 
fue their opinions, is,their oywne Confel. 
fion, For (fay they) it there were either 2 


-—  — —_—OO—w— 
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afivell asthe £0 it felte the generall promiſes and priui- 
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pry. 1.2.4 word, ſaying to euery particular perſon 
Juſtef.c.8$. © . i 
'*+%* aSour Sauiour to the ſicke of the palſie, 
Mab.g.2. Sonne thy fins be forginen thee : or we could | 
certainely know the truth of our conuer. 
fion, we might freely conclude & conclu. 
ding aflurc our ſelues, that we ſhould ne. 
uer be ſeparated fromthe louc of God in 
_ Chriſt,but {which is all one) be aucd,that 
our fins are pardoned, we arc juſtified and , 
ſhall be glorified : But there is (ſay the ad- 
uerſaries of this truth) no ſuch particular 
promiſc reucaled now, by name,or in that 
maner to any particular Saint in or by the 
word : norany ſuch affurance of our con- 
uerfion can be apprehended : therefore 
we cannot be afſarcd eitherour ſinnesare 
pardoned, or wee neuez ſball be ſeuercd 
trom the loue of God in Chriſt, or ar laft 

ſhall beſaued, 

Generall The firſt is friuolous, the ſecond falſe, 
propoſitions The firlt is frivolous ; for let them tell 
nome" me,is notthe Gofpel the ſame for comfort 
applycd., that the Law is for terror , to the ſoule ? 
| muſt the ſoule apprehend, and apprehen- 
ding apply in particuler to it ſelfe, the ge. 

nerall precepts prohibitions and threat- 
nings of the Law, and may it not in like 

The Goſpel Maner apprehend and apply,in particuler 


Doubtings downefall, 27 


kdpes of the Goſpell ? how is the Lords 

lon, Wercy oner all hs Workes ? 1s his hand of 
lie, 4 fauour ſhorter then kishandof tury? Hath phl, yy, x, 
wid 7 bs Lord forgotten to be mercifull, and doth &c. 
Icl= ' be thus ſhut vp his louing kindneffe in diſ- 
lu. pleaſure, Ts his Mercy thus ſmothered by 
Ac- * Tuſtice? and hath his Iuſtice got the ſtart 
In farof Mercy ? Muſt I ſwallow the poy- 
hat ſon,& may I nottaſte the Antidote ? muſt 
nd ,, | lay to my fore the Corafiueonly,& may 
; T inno caſe apply the Plaiſter ? Shall an 
lar }! heire into whoſe hands the entaile of his 
Mat | Anceſtors inheritance commeth, reading 
he ! the euidence{knowing there 1s none other 
MN- : todebarhim of it,though he cannot finde 
re _ his owne name in particuler, & his dead 
re * Anceſtors being fo tong-tied that they 
ed | cannot fpcake) not conclude I am of the 
at Game linage, and therefore this inheritance 

doth belong vnto me ? and maynot cuery 
[e, Saint and member of Chriſt in particuler, 
ell knowing himlelt to be a ſpiritual heire of , ,, 
mT 7 Abraba,reading the Letters Patents of the', 5, _ 
King of Heauen,ſecing the Kings Scale,& 
1- |} hauingallcommitted tohis own vie,con- 
-- | clondethat thebenefit of this blelongs vnta 
©- { himyſceing his father could not cancell it, 
his Soueraigne would not,neither can any 


pretend titleto his preiudice ? for thou 
- mmm” apo wBitondtee gre _— 
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there be many, yer his intereſt is as good, - 
though perhaps not ſo great, why ſhould * 1 
not hethen apprehend it as his own right | 
in particular? Be the words ncuer ſo gene. © | 

| 


rall he may ſafely inferre the particuler,for 
this is the pratice of the holy Ghoſt,nay; 
and the aduerſaries rhemſelnes make the 
like conelufion. 
Foxwly 1*15 the practiſe of the bleſſed ſpirit ſom- 7 | 
WP y . , "_ | (a 
particularly 1 tO apply a particular to a general vic, ® | 
2earrall fometime caſting that couer (which will 2 
propoli= feruea multitude} vpona tew ; and again 
— - healing the wounded heart of one with 
_ race > thoE plaiſters which had bin applyed vn- 
to many, The Apoſtle applieth & challen- 
geth to himſelfc & others the ſame which 
the Prophet Dad alledgeth of himſelfe, 
Seeing the, faith he,that we haue the ſame 2 
ſpirit of faith,according as it 1s written, / 4 
P-n6.r0, beleened,e therefors hane 1 ſpoken, wee alſo © 
a Cor.4.zz. beleexe & therefore ſpeaks ;by the ſame rea- 
Jel.7. 3-455, ſon whereby the Lord encouraged /oſual Þ 
: in particular againſt all enemies, exery * 
member of Chriſt aſwell one as another, 
all as any one, in his indgemeat, mult be 
HB ;.5. moued in all their wants toeſchew coue- 
rouſnefle, and be content with fach things 
© as they haue, becauſe hegthar is the Lord, 
hath ſaid ir,? wil 5nn0 caſe fatle thee neither 
forſake 


wet ni 24S 


dd, forſake thee; & ſeeing that kingly Prophet pry6.4,r2; 
11d * vpon the perſuaſion, that the Lord was his 13, 
helper ,did not feare What man might do unto Acd.13:64 
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him, both he and other may not only ac- 
count the Lord as their helper alſo, but 
vpon that hope take heart againft the 
feare of all wrongs. And is it not cleare in 
that great queſtion , how a man ſtands 
righteous in the ſight of God,that he con- 


e, ® cludeth, becauſe e4braham in particular 
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| inthe couenant, Danidin his perplexitie 


was :uſtified by Faith , therefore all belie- 
vers that either haue been, arc, or ſhall be 
juſtified ; haue beene, are, and ſhall be iu. 
ſtificd by faith likewiſe? Aske the Apoſtle 
Peter why he perſuaded euery particular 
perſon (to whom he ſpake) ts repent and 
ro be baptiFed (now cuery particular con- 


vert wasto be baptized) i the name of 1e- aa x28, 


ſua (hriſt for the remiſſion of finnes, and af- 39. 


ſured them they ſhould recezue the gift of 
the Holy Ghoſt ? was it notthis ? becauſe 
the promiſe Was made to them & to their 
cyildren and to all a farre off .Plainly irtfinu- 
ating that by how much more largo the 
promiſe was, by ſo much more mighteue.. 
ry one of the in particular be bold, by ob- 
ſeruing the coditio & ſuffering the ſeale to 
be fixed; to intereſt, & eſtabliſh theſclues, 


14's { 
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| almoſt deſpaired of the Lords goodneſſe 
towerds him, as appeareth in that he 
| earneſtly expoſtulateth the caſe c6cerning 
I} Gods dealing with him, when he faith ; 
d "| Pal. 77. 7, Will the Lord abſent hrm{clf for exer, &5- will 
1 Kc, he be ng more entreated ? tc his mercy cleane 
\\ gone for exer,and i his promiſe come 4tterly 
to an end for ener more ? hath God forgotten | 
to be gratious,and Wil be ſhut vp his lommng 1 
Kindneſſe in diſpleaſure ? But why doth he þ 
correct his infirmitie? becauſe he forgar the 
bl yeares ofthe right hand of themoſt high:and 
\p how doth he recollc& his ſpirits ? by re 
\ , membring the workes of the Lord,& calling 
to mind hs wonders of old time, euen thoſe 
(forthe ne mentioneth)which he kad done 
tor that whole multitude of his ancient 
people? the 1ſraelites whe he deliuered them 
[ trom the thraldomeof &gypt,applying to 
Þ himſelt that power which was made appa- 
| rent for, & that Mercy, which was mani- 
feſted to, a great number, cuen a wholc 
| Nation, for his perſonall comfort. 
And even . Now they themſclues make the like con- 
ef the Ad- cluſjon: For demand of one of their Prieſts | 
— why this or that particuler manor woman | 
- muſt belieue and be. perſuaded his orher 
ſins are pardoned vpon the pronouncing 
of abſolution,he wall ſurely, otherwiſe he 
Cannot 
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cannot anfiver , Chriſt hathkeft that po- 
ver ymo him. But d.mand againe where 

fndes he that power confirmed on him? 
He muſt a{were Chrilt /a:id vnto Petey 
and the reſt of the Diſciples, Whoſoener ſins 
thor or yee remit, thcy are remured, And 
| ow inferreshe from hence, that he may 


| ren fnnes, & that be whom he abſolues 


117 be rerſuad -d of the pardon of his 


tins ſeeing nenter | 45 rorthe others name }. 


15 there particulz, l: e epreticd ? Hecan- 
mot but anfvere, it is Lecauſc he 1s inthe 
plac ' of on 6 of ci Diſciples, and what 
was laid to "7 err and che 6cher Apollles 
js 4:xrimucd to kim * Corh rot he now from 
2 ponerall inferre a particular, or if they 
| "al trom one particular, the Apoſtle Pe. 

, trtereſt another, the Pope? i this be 
11a full tor them 2nd rot. for vs, It them 
producetheir charter and priuilzdgethas 
roconelude , Or if it may be done in this 
caſe and not in: any ether, let rhem ſhew 
their P:ouifo, or cl{ewe.may Tafely hold, 
taat, Far rre Holy (G;hoSt 7 this kinde 

erb and tht'y pretefe, Wee m4) lawfully 
v/c the ſame, and they hauc no rcaſon-ro 
except: againſt at,, namely, . that from 
the g-nerall NroMi: ts and. co:nforts of 
the Gofpell- wee may draw pa:ticular 
D. ms. 
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' | concluſions for the afſaring and eftabliſh- 
ing of our hearts in any neceſſary ſauing 
grace, Thus is the firſt friuolous. 
Truchok Thi ſecond isasfalſe:for if a Saint might 
conucrhon not enjdently perceiue his own conuerfion 
may bce . - 
knowne, FObetrue,l would knowthe reaſo why in 
| the Scriptures we haue the notes of repen- 
k tance together with the proper effects of 
the ſame declared, if itbe not this,that, e- 
fnery Chrilttan looking inthis g/aſſe which 
yeeldsrhefulleſt and trueſt reſemblance of 
the heart might behold by due examina- 
tion the coformitic of his ſoule tothe will 
of God,thereby to recciuc comfort & con- 
dence in aflurance of the pardon of his 
fins,fururehappinelle, and ar all rimes i*n- 
ſeparabilitie from the loue of God in (hrist, 
and the like : for can the fire be certainly 
þ Mait7.6. Khowne by the heat, the tree by the frurt 
| (in our Saniours wdgement not a doubt. 
| full and comeQurall ſigne, buta ſure and 
infallible note) ahd ſhall net a man by 
the effects maniteſtly ſee his taith vnfai- 
ned, his repentance ſound 2 yes ſurely:for 
is true repentance & ſorroyy for fins palt, 
a ſttiving with ſins preſenr,a warching to 
preuent linsto come, an hearty-defire, full 
purpoſe and conſtant indeuour ts auoid 
Euill and proſecnte that whidh is _ 
en ; A 


a 


li aw. < DAS 
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impurity of the water, 'neither one thing 
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and ſhall not'a nian kniowthat he is indn - 
ed with it?-Is it pofliblerhata man ſhould 
griene and nottake notice of it, ſtrive and 
not feele it; watch and not:perceiue it;de- 
fire and'not diſccrne it, purpoſe and not 
diſcouer it, endeuourand not finde it, and 
doc all theſe hearrily fully and conſtantly, 
& nor euidently know 1t? It 15not poſlible, 
Beſides cuery regenerate maa hath a 
2 new heart, a renued ſpirit, which is a 
fairhfull wirnefle, giuing reſtimony not to 
God, for-that it needs not, nor to others, 
tor that'it cinot, but tothe man who hath 
it, forthat it muſt, of the truth of thoſe 
things, which it knows tobe in him cocer- 
ning Gods wil, & his owneternal welfare; 
iceing the 4 faithfull wetnefſe Will not the, & Pro.14.F, 
the ſpiritof the penitEr reſtifieth the trath 
of his repeftance may not hebe as firme- 
ly perſuaded, as his heart faithfully wit- 
nefſerhthe ſmcerity of his conuerſion. 

Bur the heavrr of man; ſay they, 7s deceit< ler.r7 g. 
full about mwtaſure,who can know it ? Ttcan.. What heare 
not be denyed that the vnregenerate heart ** 1 whe 
(of which the Prophersſpeach is to be *EOVEt* 
conceiucd) is like a filthy puddle, atthe \ 
bortome wherof throughthe thicknefle & 


nor other can diſtinttly,ifar all, be ſeene : 
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butthe regenerate heart, whichonly is the 
hartor of true repentance,may fitly be c6- 
pared to aclear fountain at whoſe bottom 
eucry thing as1t is,ſand fro mud, baſe from 
better metrals, -being caſt into it,may be 
diſcerned: & howſocuer the veſſels which 
arc1inan houſe, are not in the night ſeaſon 
through darkeneſſe by the cye diſtingui- 
ſhed ; yet at the approach of either Sunne 
or candle, a man may take notice of, and 
pur 4 difference betweene, thoſe vet Ils 
which are appointed to honour, and theſe 
winch arc deſtinated to diſhonourable 
vics : fo thatheart whichisfull of Spiri- 
tuall du kenefle admits noe exact know- 
ledge of cither vice or vertue,but miſtakes 
the one for the other in it ſelfe, yet the 
bearacs of the funne of tighteouſneſſe by 
his bleſſed ©pirit ertring into that heart 
which is become the Temple of the Ho- 
ly Ghof, nay, enenthe dwelling and abi- 
ding 2 place of the ener to be admired Tri- 

ty, enlighten cuery crany and corner of 
it, and fo lay vnto open view the ſinnes 
and ſanGtities of the ſame, asthey arc in- 
deed. How elſe could a Saint forrow for 
the one, or reioyce inthe teſtimony of a 
good conſcience, be ſolaced & giye —_ 
rnto God, for the other? 


Doubtings downefall, 


And was not (fo they doe obiet)Perer, 
after he was called to his Apoſtleſhip,and 
inducd with fauing grace, much dece:ucd 
when hc boaſted ; T hongh all men ſhonld 


be offended, becanſe of (hriſt , yet Would Mar. 5 12, 
he n:ner be offended, and though he ſhould 35+ 


cye with him , yet he Wonld not deny him ? 
That Peter ſaid fo, may not be gaineſaid, 
and that he was deccined, mult needsbe 
granted : bu: that, they inferrg tience 
moze then. wee aftirme, may thus: bee 
plainly maniteſted ; for. that wherein 
Peter failed, - was as they. ſurmiſe , his 
conftant conteſling of Chriſt ; bur it.is 
only their ſurmiſe ; for in euery grace, in 
cuery dutic, there are twothings ta be 
con(idered, the grace or duty it ſelfe, and 
the circumſtances of it,now theſe circum- 
ſtances are cither ſimply and abſolate}y 
neceſſary, or only reſpettiuely and condi, 
tionally requiſite to ſaluation, 

Re itnow granted,that the grace or du- 
ty wherof Peter made fo faire a ſhow,uvas 
a reſolute purpoſe,not tobe offended wich, 
but to be a confeflour of, Chriſt his Maſter, 
they cannot deny, but muſt confelle, that 
thoſe circumftances of it which were pri- 
mary,were, that he would not do the one, 
and that he would doe the other, with all 
D 3 Wil- 
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& Y.7. 


Pals, *, 
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willingnefſe,conſtantly, truly and fincere. 
ly, without all by-reſpett : thoſe which 
were {ſecondary were,the continuing in ei- 
ther of the atthis or tharmoment of time, 
at this or that time of Chrilts proſperity 
or aduerfity;happy or miſcrable eltate,&, 
2s it is fromhis owne mouth at Chriſts 
death,in this or that maneror geſture,ſup- 
poſe praying with Sreven(not limply pray- 
1ng,or praying ternently but praying) for 
himſelt fanding for his perſecutours kyce. 
ling, and will not they now conteſle that 
theſe latter are things which” God (who 
bath put the times feaſoris in hit oWwn pow 
er ,& whoſe kingdome conſifts not in outward 


Rom, 14.17 butt tmward things ) hathneuer promiſed ; 


and therefore no mernaile it he tailed, ſee. 
ing preuailing and prefumingareſcldome 
orneuer met walking in the'fame path, or 
poſſeſſed by the ſame perſon at the ſame 
r1me, | | 

But now his willingneſle, trttth, finceri- 
tie & the like (conditions, without which 
a grace isno grace, 2duty no duty promi= 
ſed to, and through the preſcnce of Gods 
gracious Spirit alwaies in ſome meaſure 
re{idenr, in, the Saints) in that his reſolute 
promile, were,as the fruits of a good rree, 
though not at altimes wirckout intermill!. 


ot) 
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on, and ſo not at that time, to be ſcen han- 
ging on the boughs ; yet alwaies in the 
root in that ſeaſon, which God had deter. 
mined as molt due and conuenient, ready 
to be made apparent. 

As therefore we will not'aftirm that-Pe- Vherein 
ter was neuer offended becauſe of Chriſt, Zetor in thas 
ſo they in their conſciences muſt needes Progeionth 
grant that,as Dauid hath taught vs to dif- ceucs 
tinguifh , he was not offended with him 
for exer; and though he died not with him Pſal. $5.21 $. 
as he pretended, yet he died feazed of the 
grace ot confelling him as his-heart then ' 
perſuaded, nay, he died for hinias hetken 
purpoſed, and astheeuent it ſelfe after de. 
clared, that T may turne the point of Bel- 
larmines owne weapon agannlt himſelfe, 
who had receiued ſure by the had of God? 
ſeeing him argue againſt the light of his 
owne conſcience ; ſome great {troake on 
his head, which did much confqund his 
memory and beſot his indgement whenhe 
rhought vpon the deceitfulecfie of Paris Abſurd to 
(rather Sauls ) heart raging againſt the »Redge 
Church,ſeeing he wasthen an vabelteuer, 4 Pal my 
and could not tpoſh bly then be equaintcd Ld 
with that certainty of faith ivineh is the prove « Sc. 
cles pecuhar : and howſocuer as he 1n- my be des 
ferreth truly (haninga lictle as it ſcemeth cciued, 

+ 7 
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recouered his Gals) ſo. far as ignorance, 
| and inclination or affeion;to tinne Pre 
| uaileth,, fo farre is doubting powertul!, 
yet he oroclaimeth h 1s, either ignoratice, 
blindneſſe, or wil'ull delight in error, in 
inthathelaboureth w holly todepriue the 
| According ſonnes of God cf; that-mea'we of aflit» 
to the mea- TANCE CON,CCI ning their eternal primledpes 
fare'sf fark which is anſwerable to that degree my 
mere fauing faith, wherewith , be ir lelſe or 
Saints a6 N06, they we vndenyably enricked : ard 
furance, though ſome may giue chores ont of yain- 
| x Cor. x 3-3. glory to be lecne of men, .and other ſut- 
ter their 5oates 79 gee burned for heretic 
wanting, in doing-both and either, true 
Charity, thinking notwith(landing they 
doe menrand God Food ſeruice, ycr this 
doing is ſo tarre trom:; any meaſure of, 
| that it hath no afhinitie with,true conuer- 
| ſion, which cauſeth a man it he tayleth in 
| the one,not to let God reſt till it be pardo- 
ned, & in feare of the ether,to piercethc 
cloudes withferuent Crycs that, it may be 
prenented,whoſe ] humble brezthings fla. 
ing from ſuch a breaſt, draw in che com. 
forts of Gods Spirit, & are refreſhed with 
a perſuzfion grouded va6 Gods promffes, 
that,in Chriſt,his ſuir ſhal either be grated 
or his deſire for the deed free! y accepted, 
'* "4 i Whaz 
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\Whar ſhall we ſaythen to thoſe who 
would haue allthe $* roremain inawa- 
uering doubr,S thar of duty, concerning 
their eternall fatery ? Deale they not like 
watermen in their opini0s,& are they not 
enemics, dangerous encmies,to mens ſouls 
inthe m4intaining of the? Watermen they 
are,tor while they labour tor Guefſe & Cor. 
iefture takingintheirhandstherwooares ! 


ot the Law & the Golpel,dothey not look is goubref 
another,cuen thequire contrary way ? for ſaluation, 


hew ci i rhey want the help of the Law for 
their certaineaſſuranceot life eternall \ce- 

ing they teach, & would haue no-man:to 
doubr thatthey may yeeld to, it fullobedi. 
ence,yea,and pertorme more then it lyeth 
vpon them-towards the lupglyin, ot the 
wants of othcr?and kow is 1t poibble that 
they ſhould be deſtitute of the Goſpels 
turtherance for the ſerling of their. conh. 
dence when as they of all the men in the 
world,& none but they,if x eſhall beheue 
the ſclues,arerhe true bclicuzr: >? Methinks 
Thay being perſuaded. -efolurely of: cither 
of theſe ſeucrally ſhould nor. be in fuſpition 
tobedamned., "but being allured of both 
theſe ioynrly togerher, haw.is it-pollible, 
that they why pt be in a.cGieRureto be 
Laued? vnlesitbewſtivich God to minge 
NCT 
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their meanes of afſurancewith doubting 

to attaine the aime and end of their obe.. 

dience & pluck downe the plumes oftheir 

faith with a fcare of failing in their hopes, 

feeing they toyn with Chriſts al-ſufficient, 

their own al-deficient merits, and will be 

gaftified by their works, wet God wilnot, 

But to leaue them to their (trong delufi- 

To bols ©Rs, how dangerous are they tothe ſoules 
oubriog - of men,while they prefſe vpon the people 
necellary is this continuing in doubt of future ioyes, 
dangefous, &. ot preſent good eſtate,as neceſiary? Do 
they not pauc before them the path which 

will withont any hinderance leade them 

Such a ſo,as they ſhall vndoubtedly miſſe of what 
doubting 28 God hath promiſed ? for hath God in his 


22 revealed will madeknowne his good and 


| 
| 
Y 
| 


makes pra. vnalterable purpoſe for conferring vpon | * 


er fruicleſſe, his choſen the glory of the life to come ? | 


and muſt his children expe&t; and inexpe- 
Ration pray for , the accompliſhing of 
their hope and his promiſe ? muſt prayer 
be powred out with fertiency ? and can 
there be feruency where there 15 an vacer- 
taine faith ?-or if their faith be doubting, 
can their prayer prenaile? Surely Saint 
Iames thought verily, wharſoener theſe 
Romiſh'Sophiſters imagine, that asking 
and beleening, nay ſuch a belicuing , 2s 


” 
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onght to be ſeuered from euery donbring, 
:re to be infeparably ioyned together, 


47 


when he bids euery Saint Aske 52 fasth no. x,.0c 1.6, 


thing doubting, and taketh it for vadenya- 
ble, howſoeucr they conceit it, that the 
more doubring there is in asking, the leſle 
hope there is of ſpecding, nay, it there be 
nothing but doubting, there cannot be a. 
ny expectation of enzoying when he poſt- 
tiuely athrmeth that, That man muſt not ſo. 
much as thinkee that he ſhall receiue any 
thing of the Lord, Tohane then a mem- 
erof Chriſt,be the aſſault whatic will be, 
to continue neceflartly in onely a coniete 
urall 'and vncertaine guefle, that Ze ſhall 


* be Well, is it not todraw on the fovle from 


vncettain doubting to certaindeſpairing ? 
and to moue the Lord not only.toa deny- 


| ing of his prayer, but cuen a diſtaſte of 


both prayer and perſon ? foris it not a 
calling'of Gods promiles into queſtion,as 
if they werecither only pretended or im- 
pertinent, asif manby no meanes-could 


be capable of them ? Is not the:truth of 


God hereby impeached, peace of conſci- 


ence ynſctled,hopediſheartened, paticnco- 


deceiued, our-loueto God diminiſhed, & 
the beſt man diſcouraged inthe courſe of 
grace ? what difference betwixt him that 


LS FETL ' , 


verl.7. 


43 Doubtings doWnefall, 
Prod. ns, (Orcth by, and him that hath no hope in the 


& 25,19, Pie of tryall ? Shall not both pretend a | 


Lyon m the way(Which to both ts an hedge of 


S 
thornes) and either ſhun the combate or be 


Pi.t4.5, diſcomfitea inthe conflitt ? Shall they net 


Prozta. Fexre Where no feare ts, and fly When none 


perſnerh, and beholding the fury of an an- 


Reu.6.18, pry Tadge,wiſh indeſpaire the Mowntains | 


might fall vpen them ? 
But,blefſed be God,enery one of therigh- 

tcous 15 {> far from haning cauſe to be dif- 
couragedin his trials that ke hath, through 

Pro.14-32. an holy confidenc, hope exen tn bis death ; 
for it is the nature of true faith tobe conhi- 

Gen.3 2.26, dent,and to wreftle as Jarob euen with God 
himſclfe,and not to ceaſe till it be partaker 

of the bleſſing, It brings the promiſes of 

God and preſents them to the eye of the 

minde, not ſuffering them to depart till it 

from them hath ſucked ſome comfortable 

No preſum- ſolace, Let not vs then contemne that as 
pion t9 la- preſumptuous which the Lord hath com- 
dor for allu- mended, yea,commanded as precious: for 
"ne* that whichhehathappointed tobe found, 
is ingratitude in ys not to ſecke that which 

he hath aduifed vs to haue 1s negligence in 

vsto want; & that which he hath enidyned 

vs tohane in high regard,is difobediece to 

neglect ſeeing we may fately ſaile berw = 

the 
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the gulfcof preſumptio & cotept & with- 
out dammage flye between the ſcorching 
Sunne of ſecurity & the cooling ka of de- 
ſpaire;ſo as neithec the wings of our ſouls 
inour paſſage toheauen ſhall melt by the 
one,nor becom ſtiffe by the other: tor kee- 
ping within the compaſſe of our holy con- 
fidence, we thall continue ſafely ina Chr 
ſtian motion till we reſt ypon the battle- 
ments of our Celeſtiall manſion, 

How 1s it then that we ſecke ſuch cer. 
tainety in carthly things? In them we wil 
do nothing without mature aduiſe & great 
conliderario; forto inueſt vs furely inour 
temporall inheritance, the Enidence mult 
be carefully drawne, what is ſuperfluous 
razed out, what is wanting ſupplyed,& it 
any thing may only be ſuſpected to ouer 
throw our tenure, the couenant is renued, 
other coditions are concluded, 3 if about 
theſe any donbt ariſe a new courſe is deu1- 
ſed. Thus we make that fare weare ſure 
to looſe, carefull to haue things tempo- 
ral,clods of clay for our bodies which are 
houſes of carth, Arid ſhall we not aſpire 
vnto certainsy inour ſpirituall and'crer- 
rallendowments without which we fain: 
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in miſeries, faile of Gods mercies;&haue _ 


ndenonr lntina in 2nd 2o2inft or 


no intereft ig Chrifts merits? Shall wenot '* | 


4 Mcangs to 
obtainc al- 
| lurance. 


q 1 | |, Signes of 
4 d "TY furance, 
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donbtings concerning our heauenly inhe- 
ritance, through wbich the ſoule in ſaffe. 
rings is comforted, the conſcience in ten. 
tar:ons is quieted, and the whole man in 
all oppoſitions 15 ſecured, 

Aflurance 15a gitt of the Spirit,now the 
Spirit it cite 15 giuen to thoſe that in ſaith 


& teruency asKe it: the word is the Lords 


mouth which promiſeth it and the Sacra-| 


ments are his hands which ſeale it to vs, t 


Motions to aflurace are raiſed inthe heart 
by the Spirit, and theſe muſt not be quen- 
ched. Nouriſh the hatred, extinguiſh the 
delight;ot euery fin, and daily encreaſe & 
continne our deſires and endeuours for the 
reforming of cuery euill,if the flax of atii- 
ance onely ſmoake,we muſt blow it with 
ſerious meditating vpon Gods Covenant, | 
and an-humble applying of his promiſes, 
infiame it with obſeruing the truth of the 
towards others, but eſpecially by finding 
experience of the ſpirits power in. our 
ſelues,and cauſe it to burne with the true 


acquaintnance of that bleſſed, holy, and e- | 


uer-happy vnion which is betwixt God 
and vs, atid by being abundant in good 
workes : for that hath a ſecret blefling, 

- Now this fire will be known if we find 


—— 


in other;& perceiue inqur ſelues the fruits 
—_— —_ = 0.4 hh 1 TS 0:25 ol 


4 


hel 


i | 


Doubtings downefal,, 


of the Spirit,if we be-continnally armed 
in cuery part,if we be confident in all pro- 
ies that are good,& reſt contented in oc+ 
currences that are-crolle, & depend vpon 
the Lord for thingseuen of this lite(a 7 wo 
which Chriſt inftnuated when he taught 


vsto pray for oxr dazly bread, before our fins Math, Gaz, 


foromeneſſe ) if wecan ſcorne &hold all 
things in thislife,nay life it ſelf,contemp. 
tible in compariſon of Chriſt & his crofle, 
beare the brunt of the greateſt oppoſitios 
patiently & couragioully for histruth, & 
thar to the end, ſtand ypon God only his 
power & prouidencecin all our tryals : if it 
lupprefle all naturall feares, ſubdue all Di- 
abolicall aflaulrs, procced from an ap. 
prehenfion of Gods promiſes after repen- 
tance, & if that apprehenfion be ſeconded 


| With the ſecret teftimony of Gods ſpirit, 


rhere 1s no doubr of this ſound affurance 
which is common to all the Saints. 


Comon to all the Saints ? why ſhould 9, 
then any outward condition eanſe any to coditiong 
. exalt himſclfe aboue his bretheren, or to ſhould noe 


ſwell againft thoſe that are endaed with 
the ſame at leaft ſome if 'nor greater mea- 
lure of ſpirituall graces ? ſhould nat exe 
ths moue them 5s” wake thetnſelues equal 
With thoſe of ths loWer ſort : and may not 


Th 


L Zs 


exalf7Sr, 


toormuth 
abbuec his 


inferrour | 


brother; 
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F.5 Dattbrings doWnefall. 
The mea. Euenthe meanelt among Chrits members | 
neſt Same folace themſclacs ja this that they are not | 
| co beſola» excluded from aflurance of their intereſt in 
T ecd heredy. Iife eternall; but may, in ſome meafare,” | 
\ many times 1na greater meaſuce, the other | 
| ot euEthe children of God, that 11 the cies 

of the world are more eſteemed, be conk- 
dent of their ſtare ? ſhould not the medir3- 
ion of this moderate all their mourning 
& b:come amedicine for al their maladies 
| which ariſe fro worldly wants or wr rOr 057 
| Be they neucr fo mach ditrefſed or d:{p3.- 
Bowinbe fed they; may ſecurely repo c. theſclues il 
eomtort's thejr holy. confidence, for being renued 
| oy aura their minds & bodies tl: e de adiy arrowes 
in fins and 
| faffcrms. of fin and {uff:riygs arc dipt in the blo... 
of Chrilt, who lhe a od Philitian, v2 
take care to licale they wounds with lis 
own hands, & cither tzhe.away from tc 
f Kſey 27. maladies as f.om [1-\eyah,-or free.then: 
&;z*. from themilchicfe ofthem, by miniſtring 
» Cora ,6s 21 Antidote to their poy fe ſon,asin Pexl, or 
& x+.9. 10 his appaintedtime,by remoning them, 
Lake.»6. , aShedid £42.07 to. glory. Toxvhuch the 
CALTTSS, Lord in by mercy. bring vs.forhis Chrilts 
© werits, To whom withthe bletſed.ipirit, 
ni 190% ne Gad:in Effery etbreem Pex, Fa: al- 
Ire hieW cribeRg] [horour, praiſe;and ok er, NOW | 
_ Feuer. Amen, .; 
RY 
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